
 
 

 
SARETTE ALBIN is a student in the Master of Liberal Studies 
program at Southern Methodist University. As a high school 
English teacher at an all-girls school in Dallas, she spends her days 
discussing literature and workshopping essays with her students 
(and hearing about the latest Taylor Swift gossip, of course). When 
not teaching or writing, Sarette can be found spoiling her dog 
rotten, going to the movies with her husband, or finding new 
places to explore. 

KEN ARMENTROUT III is a current Ph.D. student in the 
Humanities: History of Ideas program at the University of Texas at 
Dallas and a M.L.A. student at Johns Hopkins University. A 
recent graduate of both Southern Methodist and Fordham 
Universities, Ken is a seasoned teacher and frequent seminar 
speaker in the Dallas area. Currently, he is co-authoring a book on 
the topic of wisdom. 

KAREN NUGENT BOREK is currently a Master of Philosophy in 
Liberal Arts student at the University of Pennsylvania after 
receiving her M.L.A. degree from there in May 2014.  A resident 
of Atlantic County, New Jersey, Karen graduated from Stockton 
University with a B.A. in Literature in 1992, after earning a B.S. 
from St. Joseph College in 1971.  From her African studies, Karen 
has developed an interest in Hugh Masekela’s music, which 
expresses the celebrations and the struggles of his country.  By 
exposing the injustices of his homeland, Masekela has shown the 
power of music to bring about political and social change. 

CANDYCE CARTER is an alumna of Stanford’s Master of Liberal 
Arts program (she also received her B.A. in English and 
Psychology at Stanford). She is a 6th generation teacher and 
retired after forty years of teaching (mostly high school English). 
She lives with her husband in a fruit-packing plant converted into 
condos in beautiful downtown San José, CA. With her husband, 
she enjoys traveling, play- and movie-going, and Cardinal football. 
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MARY GUTHRIE is a student in the Master of Liberal Studies 
program at Southern Methodist University. Since 2011, she has 
worked as a public relations writer and editor for SMU Meadows 
School of the Arts, where her writing appears in Meadows 
magazines, brochures, promotional materials, and the school’s 
website. She is ecstatic to be part of the SMU MLS program, 
where she gets to frolic among short stories, poetry, songwriting, 
and other forms of creative expression. 

CHRISTOPHER PASTORE is the Associate Director of Humanities 
and Social Sciences Programs at LPS and a Lecturer in the History 
of Art department. He is the Director of the Master of Liberal 
Arts program and leads seminars in Visual Studies in topics 
ranging from Digital Art History to Gardens and Landscape 
Architecture. He served as the inaugural Barnes Foundation 
Program Director for Understanding World Art where he taught 
courses on Renoir and El Greco. He received his Ph.D. in the 
History of Art from Penn with a dissertation that explored villa 
ideology in the early modern Veneto. His publications include 
studies of allegories and gender identity, garden aesthetics and 
Renaissance theory, and the influence of the Islamic world on 
Venetian gardens. He is slowly revising a manuscript on Sixteenth 
Century Italian villa culture tentatively titled Cultivating Antiquity. 

MARK PETTIBONE attends Reed College’s Master of Arts in 
Liberal Studies program in Portland, Oregon. He received a 
Bachelor of Arts in Environmental Studies and English from 
Gonzaga University in Spokane, Washington. Hoping to spend 
his life learning and remaining curious about the world, Mark 
plans on applying to PhD programs when he graduates. He looks 
forward to one day translating his theoretical interests in 
community and empathy into concrete praxis. 

RICHARD REJINO is a pianist, teacher, writer and professional 
photographer. Having recently graduated from SMU with a 
Master of Liberal Studies in Creative writing, his most recent 
creative works have appeared in American Music Teacher, The 
Piano Teacher and Ten Spurs. Most recently, Richard won third 
place in the Reported Narrative Category at the Mayborn 
Nonfiction Literary Conference in July 2017. As a photographer, 
his work has been featured at the Museum of Making Music in 
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Carlsbad, California, and he is the 2015 winner of the LHSA 
Annual Photo contest. 

JULIA SHILLER is a first-generation American from Ukraine. She 
earned a BBA and an MBA in Finance at Kyiv National 
University of Economics and has worked in the financial services 
industry. She led efforts to establish a market economy in post-
communist Ukraine and developed stock trading rules modeled 
after the U.S. system. After immigrating to the United States, Julia 
started a small consultancy focused on project management, 
business development, and marketing. In 2008, Ms. Shiller also 
completed a post-graduate program in project management 
at Georgetown. In 2015, inspired by its liberal arts curriculum 
and striving to improve her English language skills, she entered St. 
John’s College (Annapolis) Graduate Institute, where she pursues 
her second Master’s degree, this time in the Liberal Arts. Ms. 
Shiller has previously published poetry in Energeia, the St. John’s 
College literary magazine, and she has had a painting exhibited at 
the 2017 Winter Art Winter Exhibition by the Mitchell Gallery at 
St. John’s College.  

SUSAN L. STEWART’S undergraduate coursework in Science and 
Technology Studies allowed her to appreciate the profound 
influence of history, culture, and philosophy in the creation of 
meaning and, therefore, value and ownership systems. Currently, 
feminist scholarship from different disciplines is now helping 
her look at the evolution of United States patent and trademark 
policy from perspectives that might offer insight as to how 
and why disparities exist between patent holders of different 
genders and races.  

STAN SZCZESNY currently studies literature in the Institute for 
Philosophic Studies at the University of Dallas. His pursuit of the 
liberal arts began with an eight-year personal goal to read 
Britannica’s Great Books of the Western World, which was followed 
by graduate studies at St. John’s College. His academic interests 
are broad, but they currently include studying Whitehead’s Process 
and Reality, Nietzsche, and Milton’s Samson Agonistes. Stan lives in 
Cedar City, Utah with his wife Lindsay and their five children, 
where he teaches literature, math, and music for Williamsburg 
Academy and researches Milton for his dissertation. 
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ANNA TAFT is Founding Director of The Tandana Foundation, a 
nonprofit organization that has been collaborating with 
communities in Ecuador and Mali for a decade. She is pursuing 
her Master of Arts in Liberal Studies at Skidmore College, 
focusing on “Morality in a Pluralistic World.” When not in 
Ecuador or Mali, she splits her time between southwest Colorado, 
the island of Oahu, Quebec Province, and Dayton, Ohio. 

KATHRYN WADE is studying in the Doctor of Liberal Studies 
degree program at Georgetown University. Kathryn works full 
time at Georgetown as a program administrator. She is also a part 
time Dharma Yoga teacher and professional baker. Kathryn holds 
an MA in Cultural Anthropology with a concentration in linguistic 
anthropology from George Washington University and a BA in 
Spanish Language from Georgetown University.  

 



 
 

Confluence is a free-access journal with a 20+-year history of 
publishing the best work from faculty, students, and alumnae/i of 
AGLSP member programs. Although still conceived as the 
premier showcase publication for work from AGLSP member 
programs, the Journal now accepts submissions from any 
institutions and areas of interest that reflect the interdisciplinary 
engagement that is constitutive of a liberal education. Confluence 
welcomes essays, research papers, short fiction, creative nonfiction, 
poetry, art pieces, and photography, as well as book reviews of 
interdisciplinary works of interest to the Liberal Arts community.  

Confluence is published in print twice per year, while online 
content is updated regularly; because we do not wait for a 
particular print issue before publishing individual works, 
submissions are accepted and reviewed at all times. 

 
New Special Section of the Journal:  
Human Values—Insights, Implications, Applications 

Liberal education bears the responsibility for providing the tools 
with which to question, to discuss, and to recognize and cultivate new 
manners of relating. As the voice for graduate liberal studies in North 
America, Confluence works to foster the kind of dialogue, 
engagement, and relation that constitutes the heart and the value of a 
liberal education. Work published in this section will deal specifically 
with applications of ‘liberal’ learning to questions of human values and 
contemporary challenges to the stability and security of human society. 

 
Submission and Style Guidelines 

Prose manuscripts may be up to 20 double-spaced pages, 
including bibliography, tables, images, and endnotes. Poetry should 
be single-spaced, with each poem limited to 10 pages. No more than 
one work of prose, three poems, three art pieces, or three 
photographs may be submitted. You may submit in two genres.   

The journal follows the Chicago Manual of Style; please 
consult the manual when composing your manuscript. Either 
endnotes or footnotes are permitted as long as one style is used 
consistently throughout the manuscript. The manuscript should be 
set in Times New Roman, 12 pt. type. 
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Each writer should take care in preparing the manuscript 
before submitting. Style should be consistent throughout the 
manuscript, such as in the treatment of titles, abbreviations, and 
foreign words. Proofread carefully for possible errors of any sort, 
noting especially any foreign or highly technical words or phrases. 
Format and style of the manuscript are solely the responsibility of 
the author; even if your submission is accepted for publication, you 
may be asked to revise your manuscript if it fails to meet the 
journal’s style requirements. 

The first page of your manuscript should begin with the title 
of the piece, followed by the author’s/authors’ name(s). The 
manuscript should follow with no page headers/footers or any 
other designations. Please number your pages. The manuscript 
should allow for 1” margins.  

All text, including tables, must be incorporated into the body 
of the manuscript. Any graphic material such as photographs or 
diagrams should be submitted as separate digital files (.jpeg, .pdf, 
.tiff.). The dimensions of graphics should be no greater than 4.25 
inches wide by 6.5 inches high with a resolution of 300 dpi or 
greater. The placement of graphic material must be clearly 
indicated in the body of the manuscript. PLEASE NOTE: 
Currently, the print version of the journal does not include color; 
while full-color images will be published online, all such images 
will be converted to grayscale for print publication. 

Prepare a short biographical statement as a separate document. 
The biographical statement should be from three to five sentences 
in length and should include the author’s institutional and program 
affiliation. After the biographical statement, also include full 
phone, e-mail, and mailing information.  

Submit manuscript and biographical statement files to 
Editor@confluence-aglsp.org in Microsoft Word format. In the 
Subject section of the e-mail, state “Confluence Submission” and 
the title of your submission. Your submission will be acknowledged 
by e-mail and will be under review and consideration for 
approximately four to six weeks. If your manuscript is accepted for 
publication, all rights will belong to Confluence/AGLSP.  

 
 


