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MAISEA BAILEY is a recent graduate of the Master of Arts in
Liberal Studies Program at Dartmouth College, where she
received the Byam Shaw-Brownstone Thesis Excellence Award in
Cultural Studies for her master's thesis titled 7he Visual Activation
of the American Left's Progressive Fantasy Post 2016. Maisea’s
research focuses on the intersection of social movements and
activist art while investigating the cultural frameworks that inform
and regulate the implementation of social change. She recently
moved to Seattle, WA, where she is pursuing work that supports
social advocacy through cultural engagement with emphasis on
closing opportunity gaps in society.

NATALYA MACHNAIGH BARKER received her M.A.LS. from
Duke University’s Graduate Liberal Studies program in 2016. She
also holds a B.A. in English with a writing foundation from
Skidmore College. A one-time owner of a second-hand bookshop,
she has long cultivated a love of literature and the ways it can
inform our human experience. She currently works as an editor in
the area of educational consulting, although life in the time of
corona has led her to provide digital communications strategy
assistance for community interests that include her county’s
NAACP branch, a county commissioner candidate, and an
environmental charter school. A previous version of this paper was

presented at the 2018 AGLSP Conference in Tempe, Arizona.

JOANNE CROZIER resides in Coquitlam, BC, Canada. She has a
Bachelor of Interior Design from University of Manitoba and is
currently enrolled in Graduate Liberal Studies at Simon Fraser
University, an interdisciplinary program that leads to the degree of
Master of Arts in Liberal Studies. The essay published herein was
written in 2020 for Prof. Sasha Colby’s course, “The Art of
Writing.”

BRYON L. GARNER, a veteran of the U.S. Navy, earned his Master
of Liberal Arts from Johns Hopkins University and is currently
pursuing his Ph.D. in Interdisciplinary Studies at the Union
Institute & University. A 2020 Ril M. Beatty Fellowship recipient,
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Bryon has presented and written about intersectionality,
masculinity, and patriotic identity and is a contributing writer for
Black & Magazine. Bryon was an honored awardee at the 2020
Association of Graduate Liberal Studies Program Annual
Conference, where he presented, “Her Brave Black Soldiers: Black
Veterans, Patriotism, and the Soldier-Athlete Archetype.” Bryon
was recently the subject of a Christian Science Monitor article
entitled “On Independence Day, Black Americans see hope of a
larger patriotism.”

PAUL GEISLER is a student in the Master of Liberal Studies
Program at Rice University in Houston, Texas. He holds an
undergraduate degree from Texas Lutheran College (now
University), with a double major in Mathematics and Psychology.
He also holds Master of Divinity and Doctor of Ministry degrees
from Lutheran School of Theology in Chicago. An ordained
minister in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, he
currently serves as pastor of Christ Lutheran Church in Lake
Jackson, Texas, where he lives with his wife Susan. They have
three grown children. Paul is an avid baseball fan and has written

several articles for journals published by the Society for American
Baseball Research (SABR).

CAROL LUTTRELL retired from DuPont after 23 years of service
and currently teaches technical writing and writing in the sciences
as an adjunct instructor at the University of Delaware. She was a
professional writer in corporate America for 39 years. She has a
bachelor’s (Widener University) and master’s degree (Villanova
University) in English literature and a Master of Energy and
Environmental Policy degree from the University of Delaware. She
is currently in the University of Delaware’s Master of Arts in
Liberal Studies program.

OLIVIA MERLI, is a student in the Graduate Liberal Studies
Program at Duke University, with a focus on Classics and literary
studies. A former teacher of Latin, Greek, and Italian literature in
Italy, she has returned to her academic studies with passion,
deepening her scholarship in literature and history. She finds
especially attractive the possibility of developing topics in an
interdisciplinary way and in finding intersections between different
cultures and worlds. Her particular attention is devoted to the uses
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of the body in the imperial age. In her first year of graduate work
at Duke, she completed her fifth marathon, this time in New York.

JALEASA WILSON is a current graduate student at Arizona State
University in the Liberal Studies program. She holds a bachelor’s
degree in Liberal Arts and worked on the Emmy-nominated
documentary Gracism (2016) in conjunction with Life Focus. She
currently resides in the Chicagoland area.
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SUBMISSIONS

Confluenceis a free-access journal with a 20+-year history of
publishing the best work from faculty, students, and alumnae/i of
AGLSP member programs. Although still conceived as the
premier showcase publication for work from AGLSP member
programs, the Journal now accepts submissions from any
institutions and areas of interest that reflect the interdisciplinary
engagement that is constitutive of a liberal education.
Confluence welcomes essays, research papers, short fiction, creative
nonfiction, poetry, art pieces, and photography, as well as book
reviews of interdisciplinary works of interest to the Liberal Arts
community.

Confluence is published in print once or twice per year, while
online content is updated regularly; because we do not wait for a
particular print issue before publishing individual works,
submissions are accepted and reviewed at all times.

New Special Section of the Journal:
Human Values—Insights, Implications, Applications

Liberal education bears the responsibility for providing the tools
with which to question, to discuss, and to recognize and cultivate new
manners of relating. As the voice for graduate liberal studies in North
America, Confluence works to foster the kind of dialogue,
engagement, and relation that constitutes the heart and the value of a
liberal education. Work published in this section will deal specifically
with applications of ‘liberal’ learning to questions of human values and
contemporary challenges to the stability and security of human society.

Submission and Style Guidelines

Prose manuscripts may be up to 20 double-spaced pages,
including bibliography, tables, images, and endnotes. Poetry should
be single-spaced, with each poem limited to 10 pages. No more than
one work of prose, three poems, three art pieces, or three
photographs may be submitted. You may submit in two genres.

The journal follows the Chicago Manual of Style; please
consult the manual when composing your manuscript. Either
endnotes or footnotes are permitted as long as one style is used
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consistently throughout the manuscript. The manuscript should be
set in Times New Roman, 12 pt. type.

Each writer should take care in preparing the manuscript
before submitting. Style should be consistent throughout the
manuscript, such as in the treatment of titles, abbreviations, and
foreign words. Proofread carefully for possible errors of any sort,
noting especially any foreign or highly technical words or phrases.
Format and style of the manuscript are solely the responsibility of
the author; even if your submission is accepted for publication, you
may be asked to revise your manuscript if it fails to meet the
journal’s style requirements.

The first page of your manuscript should begin with the title
of the piece, followed by the author’s/authors’ name(s). The
manuscript should follow with no page headers/footers or any
other designations. Please number your pages. The manuscript
should allow for 1” margins.

All text, including tables, must be incorporated into the body
of the manuscript. Any graphic material such as photographs or
diagrams should be submitted as separate digital files (;jpeg, .pdf,
.tiff.). The dimensions of graphics should be no greater than 4.25
inches wide by 6.5 inches high with a resolution of 300 dpi or
greater. The placement of graphic material must be clearly
indicated in the body of the manuscript. PLEASE NOTE:
Currently, the print version of the journal does not include color;
while full-color images will be published online, all such images
will be converted to grayscale for print publication.

Prepare a short biographical statement as a separate document.
The biographical statement should be from three to five sentences
in length and should include the author’s institutional and program
affiliation. After the biographical statement, also include full
phone, e-mail, and mailing information.

Submit manuscript and biographical statement files to
Editor@confluence-aglsp.org in Microsoft Word format. In the
Subject section of the e-mail, state “Confluence Submission” and
the title of your submission. Your submission will be acknowledged
by e-mail and will be under review and consideration for

approximately four to six weeks. If your manuscript is accepted for
publication, all rights will belong to Confluence/ AGLSP.
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